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DISPATCHING BY 'PHONE

»>

DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION BY
RAILROAD MEN.
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Tra:.a dispatching by telephone is a new
departure that has been considered by rall-
road companies, and on the Western coast
1t has been tried with comparative success,
'rhere has been a question about the intel-
ligence with which orders might be sent by
telephone, and many roads have adhered
to the idea that the telegraph system Is
the only safe method of dispatching trains.
he innovation has been given more con-
sideration railroad men of the West
than of the East, and the new system has
given a trial on some of the short
on the Pacific coast. The Railway
and Engineering Review, of Chlicago, made
of train dispatching by
and received letters from train
dispatchers and officlals of the roads in the
West, where the system has been tried.

W. W. Blater, signal engineer of the
Bouthern Pacific Company, says: “It is my
opinion that the telephone can bes safely
used for dispatching trains, and it is a fact
that it is 8o used in a numbar of instances.
A modern telephone service, consisting of
the latest improved instruments and an
overhead metallic line, properly trans®
posed to kill induction or interference from
forelgn urrents, has some advantages
over a telegraph line; it does not require
any adjustment and works as well in wet
swweather as Iin dry, whils on the other
hand, a telegraph instrument needs con-
stant attention to keep It adjusted to the
various changes of weather caused by
raln, fog and ‘dry." The telephone will work
frequently with lines down, whereas in
gimilar cases, the telegraph would be en-
tirely disabled. Bome advantages of the
telephone over the telegraph, as used for
the dispatching of trains, are said to be as
Tollows:

““A message or train order can be trans-
mitted Airectly to the traln conductor,
svho, after repeating it to the train dis-
patcher, hands a manifold copy of it to the
pngineer or the engineer may repeat the
prder to the dispatcher, or, as Is done in
gome cases, separate telephone booths are
provided at stations so that the conductor
gnd engineer can each repeat it, and the
dispatcher is thus certain that the men
most concerned in the order have not only
received it but understand it.

“There no reason why the standard
rules for the movement of trains by
telegraphic orders should not be used with
gome slight alterations for moving trains
by telephonic orders, and trains can be re-
ported from stations as well by one method
a8 by the other.
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CUTS OFF STATIONMEN.

““The telephone makes available the use
of the employves other than expert teleg-
raphers for the receipt of messages and
traln orders, and if it is arranged for
trainmen to receive orders there need be
no stationmen emploved. It is therefore

possible for roads with infrequent service
and Eglow-spred trains to handle their
trains between terminal stations by means
of the telephone by an arrangement with
the trainmen their trains
from each station passed. As far az I can
learn, however, its use in this respect is
confined for the present to roads of this
class,

“The first cost of a modern telephone
equipment is much greater than that of a
talegraph equipment, and station
employes can be dispensed with there will
be no saving in wages as a stand-off for
cost of equipment,

“On main trunk Ilines and roads of high
speed and Important frelght and passenger
traffic It is requisite that agents should be
employed at most all stations for the hand-
ling of freight and passenger business, and,
as at many stations more than one man 1s
needed, there is no reason why one of them
ghould not be a telegrapher.

“In order that the dispatcher should have
absolute control of his tralns, he must have
it In his power to stop and heold trains at
frequent intervels between terminal sta-
tions; it Is therefore necessary for an
operator, whether telegraph or telephone,
gshould be on duty at stations, ready to
answer & call from the dispatcher. An
operator employed in this work should be
especially trained for the service and should
be held personally responsible for all of
the matter that passes through his hands,
end it is doubtful If the responsible and in-
telligent service that would be
of such a man could be seclired as a tele-
phone operator for a less amount of wages
than the prevailing scale of wages paid to
telegraph operators.

“In consideration of the fact as stated
above, it 18 my opinion that its use, in the
present state of the ‘art,” is restricted to
short roads and branches, and roads with
an irregular or slow speed traln service,
such as coal or lumber roads.”

Assistant Superintendent T. R, Jones, of
the Southern FPacifle, thinks that traln dis-
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pajiching by telephone could best be ac-
compliished with a *block’™ svstem. He
says: "1 ¢9 not wish to be understood as

claiming absolute safety, as the possibility
of a misunderstanding would exist; nor
do 1 wish to claim a saving of expense as
compared with the present telegraphie
system. 1 belleve, however, that a system
of dispatching can be developed by the use
of a telephone-block method that would be
gafer and cause less delay to trains than
the present cumbersome double order sys-
tem.

“The requirements of the rules made to
insure safety in handling double orders, as
regards transmissions, repeating, reading,
signing and delivery before an order be-
comes operative, is a cause of certain delay
to a train receiving orders; there Is also
delay owing to an order frequently having
& number of movements not directly con-
cerning each train receiving it, which con-
tributes to a dilatory movement on the part
of the employe receliving it and not readily
understanding its {import.

“Since the telephone system has been In
operation on the Sacramento division It has
proved to be a valuable auxiliary to the tel-
egraphic double dash order system, it being
frequently used to order trains to move.
Restrictive orders are not allowed to be
transmitted by ielephone; therefore it is
made serviceable only in giving iInferior
trains right to proceed. 1 have found it to
take less than half a minute to give the
right of track and start a train through a
telephone order.

“Ample facility for communication must
be given dispatchers and operators when
using a telephcne system. 1 think there
should be two circults—one to be used by
the train dispatcher to communicate his or-
ders, the other to be a local circuit for the
operator to execute his order, by signal or
verbal communication, with other block op-
erators. The dispatcher should be in a po-
sition to quickly communicate with an op-
erator at any station he desires to reach,
and should not be given too long a distriet.

SIGNALS THE BEST METHOD.

“Tiwe movement of trains by telephone

should be one ordering it to move from one
block to another; trains that are on time
should be let alone.

“Signals displayed by competent authori-
ties will be quickly obeyed on account of
being readily understood. In this way no
loss of time would ensue, as now fre quent-
iy occurs in handling numerous long, dtm-
Iy written and complicated telegraphic
train orders.”

W. H. Norton, who has had practical ex-
perience with the telephone and as a train
dispatcher, says that train dispatching by
telephone is practicable, but that {t shnul;l
be used for dispatching trains on short
suburban lines. He says the telephone has
frequently been of valuabie service to the
company on suburban lines in cases of dis-
abled engines and cars, or the track belng
blockaded. As an example of the advant-
ages of train dispatching by telephone he
says: “During the storm of December, 1500,
when all the wires running out of Oakland
In every direction were prostrated, we were
compelled to do a great amount of tele-
phoning in order to keep trains moving.
While the telephone wires were by r;rm
means in normal condition at that tis;-m. it
preved to me conclusively that in storms
that character the telephone wires kept up
much better than the railroad wires. 1
moved trains west bound from Port Costa
to Oakland and two or three from Ma rtinez,
but in the meantime had sent a corps of
dispatchers to Tracy and Port Costa to
get beyond the storm zone. In giving the
telephone order to move the trains, 1 called
the outside station telegraphed to the tele-
phone and directed him to take his mani-
fold and 1 also called a dispatcher's tele-
grapher to my 'phone and dictated an order
for the train to run so and so. The order
was repeated back and checked off, and O.
K. and complete given according to the
standard code.

"“The greatest trouble I can see in glving
orders by telephone would be in case of
giving an order simultaneously to half a
dozen or more trains, which Is frequently
necessary, and in that case it might cause
delay and confusion, especially if they
should be far on the main line. It would
also be necessary to have a speclal mani-
fold paper and cards, ete., for the copying
of telephonie orders, which should be re-
peated and handled in the form of the
standard code rules.

“It has been my experience with railroad
men that it is far safer for them to have
a written order in their hands for the
movement of trains than to depend on a
verbal order; but as I said before, verbal
crders might answer on suburban systems
where there is a double track and every-
thing so arranged that there could be but
little trouble arising from misinterpreta-
tion of orders."”

THE SABATOS RUG.

ﬁf

A Home Industry Which Is Attracting
Muach Attention.

The wife of Douglas Volk, the artist,
whose studio is in New York and whose
summer home s at Center Lovell, Me., has
founded a village Industry in the latter
place which s attracting much attention.
This is the making of rugs which are thor-
oughly Oriental in surface appearance and
general texture, but which
a strictly American product from
foundation to finish. Mrs. Volk has given
them the name of Sabatos rugs.
made upon a foundation of hand-woven
webbing, through which wools are hooked
and knotted in such a manner as to pro-
duce a close even pile. The
adapted from Indian motives,

Mr. and Mrs. Volk spent one winter at
Center Lovell, during which time Mrs.
Volk studied the people and the =ocial and
economic conditions of the community
about her. She found that the women
whose mothers and grandmothers had spent
their time in carding, spinning and weaving
were devoting their time to “hooking rugs,”

are neverthe-

less

They are

patierns are

utilizing bits of rags which were drawn
through a foundation of burlap. They
were indefatigable workers, and enjoved

the “bees’” at which they worked together,
But they were conservative and not in-
clined to respond readily to innovations, so
when Mrs, Volk conceived the idea of turn-
ing their energies Into more artistic and
profitable channels she found that the
progress was slow, DBut she persevered,
and with the aild of two or three workers
who entered into the spirit of her plans
ghe succeeded in finishing the first rug, and
then others became interested. Her plan,
which developed step by step, was to pro-
duce a handmade rug which should be of
go intrinsic a value and of =o artistic a
nature that it should be recognized as a
distinctively American art product, and
hence should command a price which would
yield a fair compensation for the workers.

It took eight weeks to complete the fmst
rug, which was little more than a yard in
length. But the entire feasibility of the
work was demonstrated, although Mrs.
Volk saw room for many improvemen(s
which have since been made, and the wom-
en of the neighborhood were willing to en-
ter seriously into the new enterprise, giving
it all the time that they could spare from
house and farm work.

In order that the rugs should be a hard-
made produat entirely, the old spinning
wheels, the distaffs and even an old loom
were brought down from the varjous gar-
rets in which they had been stored. The
wool was easily obtained from nasighboring
flocks of sheep, and the older women carded
and spun it into wool for the body of the
rugh. The next step was to secure artistic
colers, which should be permanent. To this
end, guided by those who were initlated In
the mysteries of home-made dyes, parties
set out to gather roots and barks which
were afterward set to boll in iron kettles
over out-door fires. These “barking bees,”
as they were called, were considered quite
a frolic and were thoroughly enjoyed by all.
After satisfactory shades had been secured
the wools were dyed and then the actual
hooking of the rugs was begun. Instead of
using burlap for a foundation Mrs. Volk
had personally learnmed to use the hand
loom, and she wove a woolen webbing to
take its place. She also experimented until
she secured the present method of hooking
the wool through the webbing with a knot
wheh would keep the wool from slipping.

After the wool is drawn through and se-
cured and the body of the rug completed it
is sheared off even, leaving a smooth, close
pile. The village workers complete the
body of each rug, leaving sufficient of the
webbing at each end for a border. This is
filled in by Mrs, Volk, who has had the
hand loom set up in the New York studio
and who weaves the foundation and makes
the borders there during the winter months,
now that the workers in Center Lovell can
carry on their portion of the undertaking
without her aid or oversight.

Although the rugs vary in color, the body
of each is a solid shade, relieved only by
faint and infrequent markings of a con-
trasting color. These contrasting lines
have their origin in the “mountain lines"

ets and rugs, which all who
?\El\!':d':trl‘adtﬂ:inkindiun designs will under-
stand. The borders also bave Indian mo-
tives. with colors as soft and rich as those
in Oriental fabrics. The first completed
rug was of Indigo blue. with mountain lines
of greem, while the border design was of
white against the blue bhackground.

Nine rugs of various sizes, colors and
designs have been made within a twelve-
month, and the average cost u.f production
has been 33 a square foot. The proceeds
of their sale are divided upon the profit-
sharing plan.

PASSED INTO OBLIVION

A DREAM RID THE OBSERVANT
BANKER OF HIS PESTS,

*

That Host of Bores That Had Made
His Dass Miserable Wa. Gone
—Llmntil He Awoke.

» —

“l1 had a dream the other night,” said
the Observant Banker, "and it was not a
pipe dream, although it will sound very
much like one when I tell it to you. In my
dream, which took place in bed, it seemed
to rpa that every other person that came
Into my place of business was not a book
agent, an advertizing solicitor, a person
that was taking subscriptions to enable
him to get & wooden leg, or a woman want-
ing to sell tickets for a church fair or
‘chances’ on a watch to be rafiled off to
pay the rent of a poor widow about to be
evicted by an unfeeling landlord. 1 thought
that 1 had got forever rid of the colored
man that wants 5 cents to finish payving
for a coffin in which to bury his daughter
in Brightwood. This same colored fellow
had ‘stuck’ me for 5 cents on the same
daughter five times previously.

“In my dream I witnessed the passing
of the wives of two of my best customers
who wanted to help a young girl, and for
only §# they could get her a good home,
meanwhlle leaving their own homes and
families to trapse down to a bank. With
these good women [ saw fade away into the
dim distance the daughters of other good
customers, who came trooping into the
bank with bunches of tickets to strawberry
festivals, got up to raise money to buy
a new church organ. Ther passed the la-
dies with tickets for concerts to supply
money with which to buy red flannel band-
ages for African children's missions: also
the fakir who is armed with a letter
from " customer that has not
the courage to say no, and who (the fakir),
having settled himself comfortably and
warmed to his business, spends a half hour
of my time trying to sell me a gold mine,
Next trooped along, in single file, the
widow that asks about an investment she
has already made, and wants me to assure
her that it will prove profitable; the good
customer that me to inquire into
the charaeter and antecedents of the young
man that is courting his daughter: the wife
| of the good customer that wishes me to tell
her how much balance is,
being suspicious that another woman is
sharing it; the customer who would like
to find out if his wife has a safety deposit
box; the good customer who just dropped
in to find out how I was getting along and
talks politics and asks me to make an in-
vestment for him, inquires about an-
other customer, and when informed that he
Is ‘quite light' replies that he has just
loaned the man some money, and shakes
himself in a way to convey to me the im-
pression that he thinks I am a fool; the
customer whom 1 never who
slams down a little passbook on the desk.
£ays he has transacted business with this
bank for five years, and requests a loan on
the strength of that fact: the customer who
has somechow obtained a railroad pass and
requests his banker to give him a general
letter of introduction to Eastern corre-
spondents, probably in order that he may
have free lodging in their homes.

THE SECOND DIVISION.

desires

her hushand's

or

have seen,

“The

next division in this visionary
parade gave me e=pecial joy in fits pas-
sage,”" continued the Observant RBanker.
“In it were the customer who nsked me
five years ago il another customer was
good for a bill of goods, and, being in-

formed that he kept a fair bank account
and was probably all right, commenced
gelling him goods until he fafled recently
and now wants to blame me because the fel-
low broke up; the customer who wants to
Zive his banker as reference when his ac-
ccunt shows a daily balance of about $300,

and if the banker Is weak enough to grant
the request he finds himself answering
twenty or thirty letters a day and possibly
listed as a reference in the prospectus of
some get-rich-quick concern, patent hay
forK manufactory or ecoffee plantation: the
Customer who asks the banker to go on an
appeal bond, saving the money will lie
in his bank during the pendency of the
apreal, also that his wife has a good bal-
ance in the bank; the customer that lets
his wife mortgage her property for his
benefit, deposits the money in the bank,
loses it and then lets the wife sue the in-
stitution and 1ecover from it: the cus-
tomer that wants gold dollare and when
you tell him you haven't seen any for
years gets mad and takes away his ac-
count; the custecmer that deposits $200,
checks on it at a rapid rate untll he gets
a chance to ovirdraw 110 and then ﬂ‘lﬁ\'ﬁﬂ
to another bank; the customer that {denti-
fies some one you don't know on a foreign
draft and becomes very Indignant when
you asgk him to irdorse the draft; the light,
new customer who applles for a . loan,
offering np security but his pass book, and
when refused slams the book on your desk
and exelaims, "What the deuece i3 a bank
for if not to loan money?

A BATTAILION OF BORES.
veritable battalion of bores
passed In  review,” sald the
Banker., It Included the rural customer
that wires for four tickets to the opera
ufter all have been =old and when vou de-
prive your family of two to accompmodate
him, feels very much hurt; the country
customer that writes you that his butcher
i bad and wantg yvou to pick out his meat
and express it to him three times a week:
the customer who every time he gets ‘full’
wants to come to the bank and tell you
how badly his wife mistreats him; also the
wife of the customer who, when ber hus-
pand gels ‘tanked,” comes to the pank and
asks you not to let him draw any more
money; the customer that enjovs coming
into a erowded bank and talking loudly so
that everybody can hear what he says; the
old-fashioned customer that was well ac-
guainted with the founders of the bank,
‘begosh,” and has kept an account in it for
thirty vears, who seems to chew tobaceco
only when he visits the bank, spits con-
stantly and never hits the cuspidor; the
customer who wants the banker to write
nis will, theone that propounds legal ques-
tions, gets into an argument with vou s=o
that you will ask your attorney and he will
thus get the information free of charge:
ihe contidentlal customer that sends in his
card and wants to know if he can have
thirty minutes of yvour time and then adds
that we must go into the cellar where no
one can hear us, and usually gets his an-
swer in about three minutes: the country
banker who keeps his account with you
and who, when he finds he cannot open his
safe, wires you at midnight to come by the
first train and help him- open the blamed
thing: and last, but not least of all, the
old solld customer who comes Ih and says
he {2 in trouble because hi=s cook has left
rim after ten years' faithful service, or in-
forms me that he wants a new coachman
and much prefers a college graduate, ‘may-
be 1T know and can guarartee such a man
to him." ™
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Why Zela Is Not an Academician.

Literary Digest.
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hood 1 made two visits to the

one when -

1 ’ Was seven, the other when
was nearly twelve. Though I look
strong now, I was small and sickly at
that e I had my first schooling at
the College of Aix, and 1 did not

,et
into lh"-l'it?a'hth form till I was twelve
Olil.

years It was rather late to begin
Latin! 860 that when | was eighteen,
and my mother placed me in the

{ Lycee
Saint Louls, in Paris, | was considered ex-
tremely backward.

“l had been a good boy at Aix, though
never a brilllant pypil. At Paris 1 became
A very idle and troublesome one. I had al-
ready caught the literary fever, and 1 felt
5113.':-;-?!! body and soul a part of the greal
literary world. I neglected my classic au-
thors to pour with avidity over Montalgne,
Rabelals, Diderot and Victor Hugo. Ah,
Victor Hugo! | was mad about him in
lhu'ﬁe days!

S0 now you understand why (though
I have heard other explanations) I have
never taken a college degree. Daudet never
did. either. Was it for the same reason? I
do not know. At any rate, it seems strange
that two very prominent novelists have

been found unworthy to assume the
academic badge.”

'UNCLE JOHN AND MAMIE’S

-

A BOOK OF TRAVEL BY TAX COMMIS-
SIONER WINGATE AND HIS NIECE.

*

The Collaborators, One Mature, the

Other a Child, Write of Eastern
Cities—Only Two Coples.

L 2

It is by no means uncommon for people to
take long trips for the pleasure of travel.
Occasionally, too, when they have returned
home they write books about the varied
things they have seen, and less occasionally
still these books are published. State Tax
Commissioner John C. Wingate, however,
possesses what is probably the most unique
volume of travel to be found in any house-
held. The book Is handsomely bound, the
style being de luxe, and on the front cover
are stamped in letters of gold the words
“Mamie's Trip East." There are two copies
of this book in existence, and it is not
likely that any more will be made, for be it
known that the volume occupies a posi-
tion of aristocracy that makes it stand
apart from common books. The manner in
which the writer came to know of the in-
teresting book was this:

When the State Board of Tax Commis-
sloners was in session during the summer
of 130 a reporter happened to have busi-
ness with Mr. Wingate late one evening
and found him In his room at the Denison
Hotel, busily engaged in poring over a mass
of typewritten manuscript. With the euri-
osity that seems innate in professiconal
news-gatherers the visitor asked the tax
commissioner what he was doing.

“O 1 am oaly fixing up a book for my lit-
tle niece,”” he said, with a blush that suf-
fused both cheeks. When pressed for a
fuller explanation, Mr. Wingate settled
back in hig chair with an air of resignation
anc began:

“About a vear or so ago my wife and 1
took our little niece Mamie with us on a
rather extensive tour of the larger cities
of the East. Of course, we saw and heard
many things of interest and these made a
particularly strong impression on the mind
of the child. When we returned home 1
noticed one day that Mamie was very
busy writing something and asked her what
it was, ‘I am trying to write about the
wonderful things we saw on our trip East,
Uncle John," she replicd. Well, 1 watched
her work day after day and I noticed that
it was becoming quite a task for such a
little girl, so 1 told her one day that if she
would let me take my leisure time to do it,
I would finish the account of our ‘great
trip.” Her face falrly glowed with gladness
when she comprehended the full meaning
of my offer. A story hy 1U'necle John seemed
a real treat to her childish mind. So that is
what I am at work on just now. 1 have oc-
cupied my evenings during the session of
the Tax Board going over and revising this
manscript. When 1 have put it in shape |
intend to have two typewritten copies made
and these will be hound, one copy to be
presented to my wife and the other to little
Mamie,"

Last Wednesday afternoon Mr. Wingate
saw his visitor of a yvear ago in the State-
house, and, approaching him, whispered in
his ear: “Come into the state auditor's
office and 1 will show you something nice.”
Arrived at the auditor's office, Mr. Wingate
carefully opened a package of large size
and disclosed the two volumes already re-
farred to. “My year's work i= done at
last,”” he sald, with a smile of unmistakable
joy., “"and to-morrow 1 shall take Mamie's
book to her.”

ARRANGED 1LLIKE A DIARY.

“Mamie’'s Trip East” is a pretentious vol-
ume of 2% large typewritten pages, and the
contents are arranged according to days,
after the fashion of a diary. The book is
valuable for its descriptions of prominent
cities and places in the East, and a pleas-
ing flavor Iz added by the interjection here
and there of observations and comments
that are plainly Unele John's compaosition.
The trip included leisureiy visits 1o New

York city, Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo,
Nlagara Falls, Elizabeth, N. J., Mt. Ver-
non, Ocean Grove, N. J., Philadelphia,

Washington and Toledo,

The chapters, or rather portions of the
book that relate the visit of the party to
Washington, are given permanent value by
the addition of complete, though not tedi-
ous, descriptions of the various branches
of the national government, their powers
and duties. The making of money is de-
geribed with vivid realism. The story also
tells of a visit to the museum at the na-
tional mint, in which are kept specimens
of all the world's ecoins possible to obtain.
The trip Included visits to the graves of
Grant and Garfield and to famous Arlington
Helghts in Washington, the latter a veri-
table beauty =pot of nature and man. in
which lie buried the heroes of a country's
WAars.

Little Mamie describes with all the rap-
ture of childhood, tinged with the sober
comprehension of maturer years, the great
naval parade on Dewey day in New York
harbor. There are also clever word plctures
of the ocean by day and by night. Alte-
gether the book is one of the most unique
souvenirs of a summer's outing that coulq
be devised. Representing as it does the
collaboration of a young girl and of a busy
man, it possesses an interest and value
ahove volumes to be purchased in the open
market. Mr. Wingate says that he will
never regret the work he put on the book,
and he is strongly of opinion that it would
be an excellent idea for other travelers to
perpetuate their journeys in a similar man-
ner,

An App&al to the *Tater.

Why do you climb so high,
Potato?

Why scorn our deep and hungry sigh,
Potato?

We've loved vou long, we love you still;

We alwaye have, we always wiil—

Our thoughts and other spots you fill,
Potato.

We used to peal your jacket off,
Potato;
No more that garment will you doft,
Potato.
We take you in with peel and all,
And nobs and eyes, hoth great and small;
No morsel do we dare let fall,
Potato.

Then must ws buy vou by the quart,

A SUBURB OF DIALECTS

MEN FROM ALL PARTS OF WORLD
WORKING AT HAUGHVILLE,

’__
Clashen Between Various Kinds of
Siavs — They Usually Are

Thrifty and Bright.

>

Haughville, one of the largest suburbs of
Indianapolis, is, perhaps, the most cosmo-
politan city in the State. Whether the res-
idents of the place are all proud of this
distinction is a matter that cannot be as-
certained. Some of them are so jealous of
each other that weekly fights occur, and
some of them serious ones.

Like most manufacturing towns, Haugh-
ville is thickly settled with foreigners, and
nearly every nation under the sun is rep-
resented in this suburb. The class of man-
ufacturing done in such a place is largely
accountable for the gathering together of
80 many natlonalities, as foreign laborers
generally find employment In large iron
and stee]l factorles, and become good iron
molders.

While the largest per cent. of the popula-
tion of Haughville is law-abiding Amer-
fcans, there are many residents in the sub-
urb who do not speak English, and =everal
that do not understand the language
gpoken by men from their own countries,
as the dialects are so different they cannot
ba understood unless one is educated in
them.

In one of the largest mills in Haughville
are employved men from all parts of the
world, and at least twenty different lan-
guages, or dialects, are spoken. There are
Slavs from Russia and Hungary, who have
dialects peculiar to their own sections or
towns. The average American believes
that all who come from Russia speak the
same tongue, or from Hungary the same
language, but this rule does not hold good.

There may be found on several of the
streets in Haughville men and families
from Russia who speak different dialects,
and their talk is just as hard to understand
or interpret to another class of Slavs as it
is to the American. The inability of some
of the Slavs in Haughville to interpret the
talk of other Slavs has led to many of the
fights that have been recorded in that sub-
urb of late.

A foreman of one of the large industries
in Haughville, which employs =everal hun-
dred men, mostly foreigners, talked inter-
estingly to a reporter one evening last week
about the peculiarities of the men who
come from foreign lands to this country to
seek employment,

SLLAVS ARE THRIFTY.

“We have in our colony in Haughville
men from all parts of the world,” he said.
“There are secveral from Hungary and
more from Russia, embracing nearly all
the species of Slavs in that country. They
are an interesting class of men. The older
a m:an i= when he comes to this eauntry
from Russia or Hungary the harder it is
for him to master or even understand
slightly the English language. On the
other hand there are many of the younger
Slavs in Haughville who have become ex-
cellent English speakers.

“They are as a rule a thrifty clase of
people and are very saving, Some of them
have saved from their earnings enough to
buy their own homes and put aside a little
for a They make good work-
men, the vounger men, who
come here strong and in robust health
ready to learn the jiron molder's trade.
Some of them begin as laborers, while
others start in as apprentices, but they
are quick to learn and soon master the
trade,

“They attend strictly to their work, but
in the evenings they have their own little
cireles, and those who speak the same
dialect gather in cliques as would Ameri-
cans in a foreign country. Those who
have their own homes and families spend
their evenings at home, while those who
live at boarding go into the city
in the evening and are quick to learn the
habits of the Americans. They are fond
of beer and somé of them s=pend a little of
their earnings for that beverage

KNOW MI'SIC AND BOOKS.

rainv day.
especially

houses

“Tha Slavs are industrious and are
studious, Some of them were well edu-

cated in their own country and when they
came to the United States they continued
their studies, We have in our employ sey-
eral voung men five different
languages—English, German, French,
Latin and their own and several Slavish
dialects. They are great readers, and be-
sjdes reading newspapers they read nearly
all the current literature and a good class
of books. Some of them devote their at-
tention to music, but I do not belleve we
have any artists in our colony of foreign-
ers.

“Many of the young men who come here
girive to =ave enough money to send for
their sweethearts, whom they left in thelr
own country. We have several men who
have done this and now live in Haughvlille,
Others have devoted their attention to
women who are already here, and there
have heen several marriages of Slavs and
American girls or Slavs and German
women. They work hard to educate their
children, and while some of them do not
earn large wagesg they deprive themselves
of luxuries and even of some necessities
to give their children a good education,

“We find some of the foreigners, mostly
Qlavs, are a restless sort of people and
after they have worked for a few months
they pick up and go to some other town.
Those who are intent on getting married
generally settle down to hard work and
are content with leaving well enough
alone.”

GAS BILL BELIED HIM.

who sneak

Stories of Two Men Whaonse Wiven
Went to Summer Resorts.

This is the time of year when many
wives are retarning home from summer
resorts and are listening to the storles of
hard work during their absence told by
their husbands. Rain the other afternoon
was conducive to story telling In a down-
town store, and one of the men told a
story that a married friend had told him
a few days ago.

“That man took his wife to the train
early in the summer to bid her good-bye
as she was going on a six weeks’ trip to a
Michigan resort,”” he sald. “He met her
when she returned and on the car geing
home he told her how he had stayed home
every evening during her absence reading
newspapers and books and consuming gas
until about midnight. Then he would re-
tire and get up bright and early to go 10
his office, When they reached home he un-
locked the door for her and she picked up
the gas bill for the month. 1t called for 16
cents."”

“Well, that story is about as good as
one a friend of mine told me last night,”

sald another one of the crowd.

“My friend’s wife left for a summer trip
and he told her that he would have to
work every night and would go home and
retire as soon as he completed his work.
He met some friends alter he accompanicd
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' IN THE GOSSIP'S CORNER.

Little T ask; my wants are few,;
I only wish a hut of stone

(A very plain brown stone will do)
That I may call my own—

And close at hand is such a ons,

In yonder street that fronts the sun.

I care not much for gold or land—
Give me a mortgage here and there,
Some good bank stock, some note of hand,
Some trifling railroad share,
I only ask that Fortune send
A little more than I shall spend.

Jewels are baubles; "tis a sin
To care for such unfruitful things;
One good-gized diamond in a pin,
Some, not so large, in rings;
A ruby and a pearl or mo
Will do for me—] laugh at show,

Thus humble let me live and dle,

Nor long for Midas' golden touch;
If Heaven more generous gifts deny

I shall not misgs them much;
Too graieful for the blessing lent
Of simple tastes and mind content!

%N X

With these four verses of his “"Content-
ment” as a prelude, let me remind you that
on Thursday we shall come to the ninety-
second anniversary of the birth of Oliver
Wendell Holmes, the “Good Physiclan™ of
New England, the Gentle Autocrat of the
Breakfast Table, poet, novelist, humorist,
scientist and philosopher, who was born in
Cambridge, Mass.,, on Aug. 29, 1500, and
died in hi=s beloved Boston on Oct. 7, 188,
His life contains a deep lesson for young

writers, bound up in the aphorism that
“genlus is the capacity for much hard
work.” Dr. Holmes wrote from his youth

up, but his early wrilings were remark-
able for neither beautly nor power. It was
not until after more than twenty years of
hard and persistent labor that he gave to
the world (1857-58) *““The Autocrat of the
Breakfast Table,”” which suddenly made
him famous because of its fresh, uncon-
ventional tone, its playful wit and wisdom,
and itg charming vignettes of verse, His
first novel, “Elsie Venner,” appeared in
1859-60. It is a study of heredity. The true
beauty of this character lay In its simplic-
ity. He was, as Lowell sald of himself, in-
curably a child. Only a year betore his
death a visitor to his study picked up a bit
of mechanism from his desk. “Ah, “hat is
a delightful thing,” explained Dr. Holmes;
“4t is a bird, and when you wind it up it
flies all about the room.”

On that same ocecasion he and Dr. Ed-
ward Everett Hale got into an argument
about something. “I tell you, Hale,” said
the older man, “‘you are only seventy, and
at that age one may be wrong; but at

eighty-four one is infallible.™
X N &

It we read Holmes more we would have
broader and deeper and truer ideas of life.
He is the apostle of optimism in the true
gsense of the word. 1 have read and 1 still
read his “Autocrat” with keen and in-
creasing pleasure. On sea and shore, by
day and by night, in every clreumstance
in which a buffeted soldier of fortune could
find himself, the volume, of a size to fit the
pocket, has been my comrade for more
than twenty years, and every time [ open
it 1 find a new scintillation in the wit, a
deeper meaning in the wisdom, a tenderer
note in the pathos, and withal a broader
and deeper view of the world of humanity
in the whole book. If the writings of
Oliver Wendell Holmes have been rele-
gated somewhat to the background of late
years, the recent jeremiad of a college
professor who shall be nameless here
should serve to point the way for all think-
ing persons to have a season of mental
refreshing in a reperusal of his books,
in addition to thelr other
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The wife of a well-known North Ala-
bama-street resident went to the telephone
the other day to order some things essen-
tial to good housekeeping, and after nam-
ing hcr list pondered a minute or so s
make sure that nothing was forgotten,
“Oh, ves,” rhe sald, fnally, “I want a
sieve."”

Probably the clerk at the other end of
the wire asked what kind of a sieve, for
her next remark was: "I want ons that
you turn around-—like this." And, raising
her right hand, she described a number of
more or less accurate circles bhefore the
telephone transmitter. The other women
in the room laughed, and then #he laughed
and hung up the receiver, but a sleve of
the kind lllustrated arrived with the goods,
s0 it is to be presumed the clerk saw what
wns wanted,

X % x

Did you know that potatoes, in Ireland,
are called *“Crokers?’ It is a fact, and
they are so call>d because they were first
grown in Croker's fleld at Youghal. And
it may be that this has something to de¢
with the fact that this year, like the Tam.
many variety, they are coming very high,

¥ X x

I have read somewhere that the only
coffee the German Emperor will drink is
Mexican, and that his supply comes from
a German colony which has long been In
the coffee-growing business in our sister
republic. That speaks well for the Em-
peror's patriotism, but {ll for his taste In
coffee. Mexican coffee should be used. like
Guatemala, to blend with other berries.
The big New York grocers prefer to sell a
mixture of three-quarters of a pound of
Mandheling Java and a quarter of a pound
of Mocha. The swell clubs and the aris-
tocratic housekeepers prefer half and half.
Poor coffee is ruining lots of constitutions.
Cheap Rio, Santos and other coffees that
are not more than three or six months from
the plantations are rank poison. No coffes
should be drunk that is less than three
yvears old, though 1 confess such coffee la
hard to find. The ideal mixture for
aroma, flavor, relative strength and in-
nocuousness i one pound of Mocha, one
pound of Guatemala (Mexican would be
almost as good) and three-quarters of a
pound of Mandheling Java. Roast them
separately and obseryve the propertions in
mixing them for grinding. This combina.
tion will be 10 per cent better and ¥ per
cent. cheaper than any fancy mixed cofles
that can be found on the market.




